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Ms. Karen Castleberry, President
Tennessee Dental Assistants” Association
101 Tanforan Drive

Rossville, GA 30741

Dear Ms. Castleberry:

The Tennessee Dental Association and the Tennessee Dental Assistant’s Association have both
enjoyed a long working relationship within which both organizations and their members have joined in
the promotion of the benefits of good oral health for all Tennesseans as well as expansion of dental
assisting duties in Tennessee.

While we hope this relationship will continue, our leadership is concerned about the Tennessee
Dental Assistants’ Association’s position and subsequent actions regarding the New Proposed Rules of
the Tennessee Board of Dentistry, which address the severe shortage of registered dental assistants in our
state. As long as the Tennessee Dental Assistant’s Association’s current position regarding this issue
remains, the Tennessee Dental Association will not be extending an invitation to the Tennessee Dental
Assistant’s Association to meet in conjunction with the Tennessee Dental Association Annual Session to
be held during May 2007 in Nashville. To do so would amount to subsidizing an organization in
opposition to the TDA’s efforts to assure the availability of dental assistants throughout the state to help
dentists meet the oral healthcare needs of all Tennesseans. Be assured, however, that the Tennessee
Dental Association will continue to provide continuing education programs for dentists, hygienists,
dental assistants and front office personnel during the 2007 Annual Session.

I must stress to you the Tennessee Dental Association’s ongoing concern for access to oral
healthcare services for all of our citizens as well as our commitment to the accredited dental assisting
programs in Tennessee. We are confident that the full-time accredited assisting programs, with the
Tennessee Dental Association’s assistance, can maintain and enhance the number of dental assistant
graduates annually within the scope of the Proposed New Board Rules. Only through a combination of
full-time prograins, registration courses and in-office educational programs can an adequate number of
registered dental assistants be educated in Tennessee.

Should the position of the Tennessee Dental Assistant’s Association become compatible with the

needs of Tennessee’s dentists and their patients, please let me know. We would prefer to work with you
and the members of your organization in the provision of oral healthcare services for all Tennesseans.

Sincerely,

Thomas S. Underwood, D.D.S.
President
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